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REMARKS AT THE PRESENTATION OF THE PORTRAIT CF
DR. HERMAN BEERMAN TO THE UNIVERSITY OF
PENNSYLVANIA, 15 MAY 1968
It is a very real pleasure and honor for me
to participate in this function today, the pres-
entation of some tangible evidence of the
respect and affection which I share with you
for my long-time friend and colleague, Dr.
Herman Beerman. And in this instance I do
not use the term long-time loosely; Herman
aQd I have been running in tandem for what,
come next year, will be four decades. During
this time, with the exception of the war years,
our contact has been almost daily. And if,
during this period, there has been even a
moment of significant dissent or friction, I can-
not recall it.
Dr. Beerman entered this life in Johnstown,
Pa. in 1901. He attended college and medical
school at the University of Pennsylvania, grad-
uating from the latter in 1927. After intern-
ship at Mt. Sinai Hospital of Philadelphia, he
entered residency training in the Department
of Dermatology of the University, and there
he has been ever since, climbing the rungs of
the academic ladder to his appointment as
Chairman in the Graduate School of Medicine
in 1949, and as Professor in 1947. He and his
wife Emma were married in 1924. I may say
that in all the accomplishments mentioned here,
Emma has played a vital role, in addition to
adding culture and distinction to their long
and happy life together. And, knowing Emma,
I am sure that, if Herman's activities and
energies may have flagged on occasion, she has
had a surplus of energy and drive sufficient
to renew them.
In these days of peripatetic professors, in
which the fashion, at least in medicine, seems
to be commuting from post to post, and grant
to larger grant in bewildering fashion, Her-
man Beerman's continuous service at the Uni-
versity of Pennsylvania is a refreshing record
of steadfastness. Herman is unusual in an-
other way, in that he is representative of the
fast vanishing race of dedicated productive
volunteers in academic medicine. If he has
ever received a stipend for these efforts, it was
no more than a pittance. I do not defend
this outmoded system, but think it worthy of
mention as evidence of his great dedication
and constancy.
In preparing myself for these brief remarks
I obtained Herman's curriculum vitae to be
certain that some aeoomplishments of major
importance were not overlooked. It is a mas-
sive dossier, surely one of the fattest of its
type among the entire university faculty, filled
with numerous appointments, offices in scien-
tific societies, special "named" Lectureships, all
impressively frosted with the titles of 209
scientific papers and books. Even at Medicare
age, he is still productive, with five papers
currently in press. How did one person, es-
pecially one of an outwardly non-kinetic type,
manage all this? We shall never quite know,
but there it is. I can mention only a few
accomplishments if we are ever to complete
this function at a reasonable time.
Herman Beerman has achieved true distinc-
tion in at least five fields, as a pathologist, as
a medical bibliophile, as a major figure in the
organization and growth of several scientific
societies, as the author of 209 original reports
and distinguished review articles and book, and
as a stimulator of younger physicians toward
higher standards of practice and the intel-
lectual rewards of academic pursuits.
He is a recognized international authority
in the field of dermatopathology, and has fol-
lowed the high traditions of the late Fred
Weidman in this important field. His knowledge
of medical and scientific literature in his field
is astonishing; Herman can outstrip some com-
puters with the literature retrieval system in
his mind.
He was Secretary-Treasurer of the Society
for Investigative Dermatology from 1950 to
1965 during which time he was a major factor
in transforming a relatively young and strug-
gling organization to a position of scientific
prestige and fiscal stability. He is a member of
19 medioai organizations, and is past president
of four of them.
Perhaps one of Herman's more unsung ac-
complishments has been as Chairman of the
Library Committee of the Hospital of the
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University of Pennsylvania. In 1953 he took
over the task of directing the enlargement and
reorganization of what had been a small md
inadequate Library and has discharged his re-
sponsibilities with such dedication and effective-
ness that any notion of rotation of the chair-
manship of this Committee is unthinkable.
The regard of his colleagues nationally is
well illustrated by the fact that the Society
for Investigative Dermatology has, since 1960,
sponsored the Annual Herman Beerman Lec-
tureship by distinguished invited speakers, or-
dinarily on a topic of wide general medical or
scientific interest. Dr. Beerman has himself
given three memorial lectures in the past year
at places as widely separated as Iowa City
and Jerusalem.
I could go on and on, but a further recital
would only accentuate the inferiority complex
of myself and possibly some others. I would
add, however, that Herman's interests and ac-
tivities have been by no means narrowly mcdi-
cal. Emma and he have maintained a lively
interest in the Arts, particularly painting and
music. Herman is an authority on Sherlock
Holmesiana, and is a member of the Baker
Street Irregulars of New York, and is a son
and master of The (and I must pronounce this
precisely) Sons of Copper Beeches of Phila-
delphia.
And so, Dr. Terry, to you as the representa-
tive of the University, it is my pleasant duty
to transfer this portrait of a dear friend and
colleague in behalf of many of his friends and
colleagues. It will serve to keep Herman Beer-
man's memory green among his associates, and
be pointed to in the future as a reminder of
a person who accomplished much in the good
name of the University and its School of
Medicine, and who adhered in the finest pos-
sible way to the traditions of his Alma Mater
and who added luster to her good name.
Donald M. Pillsbury, M.D.
